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against the “derivational hypothesis” :  64 head nouns in the CGEL 
i. derived from verbs ii. derived from adjectives iii. morphologically derivative 

but different in meaning 
 
admission 
agreement 
argument 
assertion 
assumption 
belief 
boast 
claim 
complaint 
conclusion 
discovery 
expectation 
feeling 
guess 
hope 
implication 
inference 
knowledge 
objection 
promise 
proof 
proposal 
revelation 
rumour 
saying 
statement 
suggestion 
thought 
warning 
worry 
 

 
awareness 
certainty 
confidence 
eagerness 
inevitability 
likelihood 
possibility 
probability 
sorrow 
willingness 
 
 

 
chance 
danger 
evidence 
fact 
faith 
idea 
impression 
message 
news 
odds 
opinion 
principle 
proposition 
prospect 
sign 
story 
tradition 
view 
 

 

Some counter-examples to commonly held assumptions about NCCs 
(1) Given the importance to the region of such a project, and the facts that 90 per cent of businesses 
in the region use the line and that it would take seven years to electrify from the date of 
commitment, it is essential that this project is linked into the Bill. (BNC)  
(2) In this respect the court has, in holding a clause unreasonable, pointed to the facts that a seed 
merchant, seeking to rely on the clause, could have insured against the risk of crop failure caused by 
supplying the wrong variety of seed, and that such insurance would not materially have increased 
the price of the seed (see (George Mitchell (Chesterhall) Ltd v Finney Lock Seeds Ltd (1983)).  
(3) But with the housekeeper's help -- you remember Maria, the house-keeper? --  I pieced together 
the facts that he'd met you, and within a week proposed and been accepted. BNC 
(4) Why hide from him the facts that she had been coming since? (BNC)  
(5) Supporters of GPSG have presented empirical arguments that their model of grammar is 
superior to Chomsky's, along with claims that their theory was more restrictive and hence to be 
preferred, other things being equal. (Salkie 1990, The Chomsky Update)  



(6) Linguistics therefore provides powerful arguments that freedom is an essential part of human 
nature. (Salkie 1990, The Chomsky Update) 
[…] 
(18) […] a chronicler is left with a dilemma that he must either sacrifice details which are essential 
to his statement, and so give a false impression of the problem, […] (Conan Doyle, 'The Adventure 
of the Cardboard Box', Penguin, 39)  
(19) “Mr Sherlock Holmes was always of opinion that I should publish the singular facts connected 
with Professor Presbury, if only to dispel once for all the ugly rumours which some twenty years 
ago agitated the University and were echoed in the learned societies of London.” (Sir Arthur Conan 
Doyle, The Adventure of the Creeping Man 162) 
(20) I had already warned Holmes by telegram of the hour of our arrival, but we found a message 
waiting that he was at Lewisham, and would expect us there. (Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, 'The Retired 
Colourman', 247-248) 
(21) They want to know whether, for instance, in a scientific age, Christians can really believe in 
the story of the feeding of the five thousand as described, or was the miracle that those in the crowd 
with food shared it with those who had none?  (MARSEC) 
(22) The reactionary misses the point that tradition exists ontologically only in the form of 
psychological-intellectual relations. (Brown Corpus, G category) 
(23) There is a recurrent fallacy that building societies are 'falling over themselves to give away 
money'. (BNC, BNL) 
(24) axiom, dictum 
 

A revised version? 
epistemic deadjectival nouns (logophoric/evidential) simple 

nouns  
deverbal nouns 

possibility that axiom that, fact that, dictum 
that, clue that, fallacy that  

assumption that 

An utterer states that S/P is 
ADJ. 

An utterer modalises his 
assertion: 
S/he states that S/P is a N 

An utterer states that S/P is V-
en by someone 

No by-insertion no by-insertion potential by-insertion 
No genitive Possible but problematic 

genitive (his knowledge but *his 
fact) 

Possible genitive 
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